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Abstract

Social protection is an investment in economic development. The social
protection needs of workers in the informal economy vary across regions,
depending on the provision of these services and workers' access to them.
While health services in some rural regions are sorely lacking and health
insurance would be a priority for workers; this would not be the case in some
other more urban areas, where free health services are available.

There is a consensus that social protection is crucial for addressing rising
poverty, vulnerability, and inequality in the context of current conditions in
Syria. Social protection ranges from formal social insurance programmes
and universal provision of basic social services (health and education), and
social assistance to informal social networks, micro-insurance, and intra
household support.
Based on Syrian regulations, employers are required to make contributions
to social insurance institutions for their workers in order to cover work
injury, incapacity and old age. Women workers benefit from all of the
provisions for leave (administrative, sick, training, and paid maternity for the
first three children only).

Several problems arise when it comes to the application of the labour and
insurance laws, which pose impediments to women's participation in the

wage labour force in Syria. Documented cases of discrimination in violation
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of country laws can be found at all stages of a working woman's life, starting
with recruitment and continuing during and after employment.

Social protection is in fact out of reach of majority of the Syrian population.
Employers adjust to a more competitive environment by cutting labour costs,
while labour unions have become weak, and state provisions have been
reduced with greater emphasis on private sector provisions. International
organisations and the government are increasingly aware of the pressuring
growing demand for social protection and the need to strengthen capacities
of institutions that are providers. Alternative sources of social protection are
sorely lacking, leaving people exposed to risks without health insurance,
maternity protection, or retirements.

Employers in the private sector are not required by law to make any
insurance contributions for casual or temporary workers (men and women)
other than for work injury. The value of unpaid domestic and agricultural
work is not calculated in determining eligibility for a pension and other
employment and social insurance benefits; as the Syrian Social Insurance
Act excludes family dependants of an employer, domestic servants, workers
of a similar kind and seasonal agricultural labourers in the private and joint

sectors, except where special provisions are made.

Incorporating informally employed under existing labour legislation must be
a top priority. This involves extending the concept of worker used in labour
standards and national legislation to cover the full range of informally
employed. This also requires a strong focus on reshaping existing
mechanisms for the enforcement of labour regulations covering these

workers at the national level. Moreover, public programmes should be
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extended to cover informally employed. Due to the nature of their
employment relationship, informally employed have limited access to public

programme.
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